VISIT TO THE CISTERNS OF SOLOMON*.         357
painting represents the Visitation of Elizabeth,
and the whole of the church is illuminated by a
profusion of rich and massy silver lamps, pro-
ducing a chaste yet imposing effect.
The Mosaic pavement of this church is justly
admired j and such portions of it as were shewn
to us by lifting up the carpets that now covered
it, displayed a work of most expensive labour*
On the whole, I was more pleased with this vil-
lage, on account of its situation, the comfort of
its convent, and the simplicity of beauty observ-
able in its church, than with any other place
that I had yet visited in Palestine.
Leaving this place for Jerusalem, we set out
about four o'clock, keeping a north-easterly
course, and ascending bare and rugged hills,
until we reached their summit in about half an
hour, the scenery of the country from every point
of view being as uninteresting as could be con-
ceived.
Soon afterwards, we passed on our right the
Greek convent of the Holy Cross, a walled
building, standing in a little valley, relieved by
the presence of olive-trees, and other wood*
Maundrell, in assigning the reason of its name
and foundation, most satirically says, " It is be-
cause that here is the earth, that nourished the
root, that bore the tree, that yielded the timber,
that made the cross/* We did not enter here to
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